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The Lost Summer 
The Danish Princess 
Tyrolean Adventure 

Mystery in the Welsh Hills 

Picture Story 
The Bronte Story . 

Things to Mak© 

Caterpillar Capers 
Tbfe New Look for Junk, 

Pfjvel up with Petals 
Pjetty Feindanf - Pretty Easy? . 
Colourful Collage. 

A Bottle, a Brush and a Blob of. 
Get Hooked - Crochet-wise . j 
Baft Up! . 

Fashion and Beauty 
Suedes and Leathers for the $w 
Watches for the Modern Miss J 
Fashion on the Make . i 
Bags of Style ... - 1 

The Picture of Fashion . & 

So You Want to be a Model M 
Accessories after a Fashion 

Sun Scene 'Sm 
Sunspot ■ JHg 

Swinging Girls of the Severities 

Sunspot /JBKm 


hanfiesj 


%> the » Til 

foUCL $0'/% RT - 

amreQ f 




^W 


/ 


! a day off after match days* Daring the summer a 
1 tour is arranged, thou$i for clubs such as Colchest 
! -er whose finnances are limited,these might be 
■ somewhere like Sommerset or the Lake District* 

1 In the past Colchester United has managed to swap 
: tour3 with a Norwegian club,with each club helping 
j with the travel and accomadation arrangements of t 
I-he other. 

| I recorded the interview shortly before Colchesters 
• (home, game with Peterborough,on good Friday. The 
j weather turned from bright, to dull,and ended with 
I a downpour* Even before the kick-off the centre of 
jthe pitch,and the goalmpuths mooked more muddy brown 
| than green. After no more than 10 minutes players 
,;be&an to slide all over the pitch,and any serious 
'(attempt at ball skills became nothing more than a 
<i joke* 
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(By half time I had deserted the seat that the club 
had kindly provided me with,and retreated to the 
back of the terraces. Which I was more accoustomed 
to,and which were certainly a lot drier. 

Despite the poor conditions Colchester managed to 
win by scoring the only goal of the game,after 10 
minutes. Giving them 2 more valueable points in their 
fight for promotion. On that wet Friday afternoon 
3t759 people managed to ignore ’’The Golden Voyage of 
Sinbad",Clacton beach,or the demo at Greenham Common 
I reckon that everybody who turned up at that match 
deserved a medal,but no doubt there are thousands of 
others like them elsewhere. People who are willing 
to ignore the superstars of the first division and 
place their loyalties with the likes of Hartlepool, 
Crewe,or Wimbledon. Its easier for Liverpool or 
Manchester United supporters to put up with terribl 
-e weather and poor results,because they know that 
there is some chance of a reward with a major trophy. 
The real supporters are at places like Colchester, 

.these provide the backbone of the football leauge, 
jand they are the people who will keep the game alive 
| during its present crisis. Lets hope that they get 
j the repect and consideration that they deserve. 


BSXJAMXN ZEPHANIA/VICTOR ROMEREO EVANS,Stratford Theatre, j 
A local venue for lotsal talent. I don't know what you think 
of theatres,but I've always been put off by the snobish ima 
-fee that is associated with tkEs"going to the theatre". 

Well the Stratford theatre Royal.isn't like that at all. Its 
got an informal and friendly atmosphere,and a bar that puts 
a lot of pubs to shame.And you are allowed to take your dri 
-nks to your seat. Admit idly there are a few trendies there, ■ , 
but you get them everywhere. In fact the mixed audience j f 

suprised me,as X was expecting to see a lot of scre amin g ! ! : 

blavk teenage girls,that turned up at a V.R.E. concert in ! ■ 
Walthamstow last year. j i 

Ranting DUB poet Benjamin Zephimia came on first looking- [ 
cool in a baggy white shirt and jeans. He won the audience j j 
over imediatlty,with poems of humour and politics,delivered j 
simfily,but effectively. But its Benjamins unique style of I * 
presentation that make them so special. The words come alive 
as he hops,jumps, shakes and swings across the stage. It was i 
brilliant,the best act I've seen for ages. 

The music during the interval is better than most theatres/! . 
cinemas. (Last time I came I heard"Pretty Green" by the Jan) ? 
V.R.E. arrives a bit late and is, greeted with screams from * j 
the audience.(No.«• not including me..)Some of you may know j j 
hadm as the animal lover 'Belamy 1 in channel ($* s series ! ! 
"No Problem". Kicks off with 'Slacks and Soverigns" 9 a ] ! 
reflection on the style of many black clubs in London. The j j 
short bursts from the 'Permed/Wet Look' horn players made j 
this an irre si table dancer. Then came my fav; "At the Club" 
i on the same theme,but better. He swings seductivly before 
‘the audience,he might look corny but his voice is great. 

( Lovers Rock at its best. Chris Cummins the youngest star ! ‘ 
of "No Problem" is invited up on sta&e for a toasting sessi¬ 
on. "T*Y«> Star",with a heavy heavy bass. "Everybody all' right 
cries Vic tor," Yea" come the screaks. "Nothing to-Laugh 
About",an£ the sound becomes more soul than reggae,with 
an added George Benson style guitar solo. Victor puts his 


-acting experience to good use in the next few song 
-si "Just Let Go","Unreliable",and "Get Ready", 
stylish stage movements swinging* to a great sax 
solo. Then theres a pause as he tries to talk 
fellow TV. star and Lovers Rock singer Janet Kay 
into leaving the audience and joining him and Chris i! 
Cummins on stage for an unrehearsed performance of 
the TV,theme song."Ho Problem". Janet seems embare 
-ssed and reluctant,but eventually gives After 

a bad start her wweet harmonies ho' the song justice. 
Then we move away from slushy love song$ with"You 
can't be Roots in Football Boots". Then came the 
highlight of the night. During his recent hif'Miss 
At motive" he stepped back as he was dancing and 
went crashing into a mike stand and landed on his 
bum. Oh how I laughed. (What was I saying about 
stylish movements...?) But he took it all well and 
quickly restarted. Well he might have a good voice 
and the band sounded ok. (l read afterwards that it I 
included a member of Aswad) but I soon get bored wi 
-th those lovers rock ballads. 

SOMETHING ELSE TO READ ON THE BUS. 

Those of you interested in Reggae or Soul might 

have missed that are well worth buying. .. 

THE ILLUSTRATED ENCYCLCEEDIA OF BLACK MUSIC. 

At long last an in-depth ^and attractive book cover 
-ing all forms of Black Music,from its origines to 
the present.(1982). Divided into the 40'3,50*3, 
^'s.TO's and 80* s,and illustrated with some ave 
colour photographs. Well worth £4.95/(Salamander 
"Jah Music"Sahastian Clarke. £ 4 . 95 * SS] 


Heinemann Educational Books, a thourough and preci 
-se history of reggae music.Strongly Reccomended. 
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3efore X move on to Benjamin I'd like to 3 ay 
something about "Banting''. I expect that oy 
now mo 3 t of you will have heard or seen the 
likes of Atilla the Stockbroker,Seething Sells; 
Little Brother,and Hark 'Hiword 2 performing thei 
-r ranting verse. Those of you who haven t nave 
been missing out on what is proDably tne oest 
thing that3 happened on the music/rock scene 
for years. Gone is the burden of getting ; 
instruments,rehearsesals,lugging heavy equipment 
and sound checks. Now you get spontaneous action 
from people with something important to say, ■ 
i The main difference being,that you can actually 
understand what they are saying. Its makes you 
wonder why they taught you crap like ,la.l ,er de • 
la Here at school. Poetry will never be -he 
. same again. There are a lot more Hanting Poets ■ 
j who have not got the media coverage o , 

' mentioned above,and moat of them are a lot j 

• ! better than most of the bands around at the , 

! moment. Joolr.Little Dave,Ginger Toa^Slad. the . 

[ i Leveler.are just a few. No doubt San j ng 

1 I ^j .1 eventually become a tasionable toy fo*. the 
' music press to play with,and it doesn 1 1 always 
j v.qome over as well on record or radio,but as long 
i Us people are prepared to stand up and have a 
*5 { go, then it can survive. The bano wagon is moving 
» ! again, -so why not jump on it,who knows wnere it 
Jf 1 night lead.....(and we can always pusn the pose 
( I-UTS off later*) 


■The trouble with writing about ^ , 

Ranting poets is that it is so hard \ 
to describe how good they are,and this 
is particularly the case with Bejamin^ 

Sephaniah. A giant Rasta poet who . . 

stalk3 up and down the stage , spitting', 
out words,shaking his locks and defying 
the audience to ignore him for a second*.. 

Its not all seriuse politics like Linton 
Q:Johnson,for Benjamin adds touches of 
humour that would bring out smiles at 
your grandmothers funeral* 

A cold Sunday afternoon in my flafc,(,I m 
still recovering from a 6?3 Soul All-Niter \ 

Sat/Sun morning) and Stratiords only local \ 
hero sits almost hugging the electric lire* 
n I was bom in Jamacia,anb orougnt 
UP in Birmingham. «ien I was young I had some 
clashes with the law,and spent some -ime in 
prison. A lot of people think that I was a grea. 
thinker whilst I was in prison,but thacs a lot 
of bull. Crime was just a way of life to u3 
when we were young,I didn't 
logyV ... SO VJHSBE DIB THL POciBY 3iGEi.... 

"I used to he a HJ ..toasting on the sound systems. 
Well those youths that toa3t ontne .ssce 
sometimes have some really positive things to say 
But most people just go there for the ausic.Sc 1 
decided to take it away from tne music so people 
would have to listen. But I didn t ca_l i* yoe./ 
the time cos' that wasn't the thing to do,Y know .. 
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This 7/as a private thing y’know. I just used to 
-gs for friends,until! I moved to London,when X 
the. "Stratford ‘Poets 1 **.(For those cf you outside 
-al,that 3 Stratford,Bast London*) At the time I ~ « 

-d backing me* X eventually got gigs by word of mouth,I 
would never ask for gigs,” 

DO*YOU THIXSC THAT THE PRESENT SUCESS 0? RANTING POETRY 

;WHH LAST LONG. ?."I think it will fade because of t 

the press hypes,though it is always better live,so even 
if, the press drop it,it will still be popular. The thing 
about poetry is that it is a chance for anybody,accessabl 
-e \...a peoples thing. I think that everybody deserves the 
right to take a stage,and ranting is an easier way of . 
sneaking into the music business.” 

TOD DONT SEEM TO ADOPT A "COOL RASTA" ATTITUDE OK STAGE 
BUT PUT A LOT OP ENERGY AND LIFE INTO YOUR PERFORMANCES* 

| "Well Y£ see if I sit here I can go **, (pause).... 

11 had a very strange feeling, 
j and then I went inside* 

| Out came unwanted matter, 

'Out came unwanted pride. 

'Now to I that has rid dim* ,but I have to think about where 
I’m going put it. But if I get up,... this won’t be 
very good for your tape recorder,but I’ll have to show you 

the principal of Dub Ranting.(Benjamin then starts^ 

to pace around the room with the floor shaking beneath him 
I had a very strange feeling, 
and then I went in side..... 

thats just natural rhythm. People say to me’Eow do you 
move around and remember the words at the same time’? 

-But I don’t check me-self with poetry that looks for real 
-ly obscure words.I just use simple words,and the first 
line just leads ontd the next." 

Are you hapoy ABOUT PERFORMING WITHOUT A BACKING TRACK, 

I PEEL THAT* A LOT OF EFFECT IS LOST WHEN RANTERS USE 
MUSIC ON RECORD....? "The one backing track on the single? 
was a bit of a comprimisereally. Lots of people was asking, 
me ’Just one wid* music, just one please’. But X wouldn’t 
do more than that because I wanted to prove that I could % 
give entertainment without musiv,just words" 

YOU SEEM VERY KEEN TO CONFRONT POLITICAL ISSUES HERE AND 
ABROAD,DO YOU THINK THAT BLACK PEOPLE IN THIS COUNTRY TAKE. 
ENOUGH INTEREST IN POLITICS.?? «..« "Thats a long story, - 
see people like my mums generation were easily fooled. 

A lot of them Christian ideas is just fantasy,like mental 4 
..^slavery. Consciousness is being raised,but how far is 

































something else. At the moment most black people are only 
concerned when it affects them. Like racism. Even then they 
can ignore it untill it actually happens to them or their 
family. The east end is typical of this. There is more racism 
in the East end than anywhere else in Britain,and yet the 
least amount of black organisations here to fight it. You get 
me.*?..” WHAT ABOUT UNEMPLOYMENT,NUCLEAR yEAPONS,QR EVEN 
SOMETHING SIMPLE LIKE FARE INCREASES ON LONDON TRANSPORT*?• • • 
Well to a lot of black people its just another brick in the 
wall,they live in the situation whore- they are at the bottom 
but don’t realise why. The difference is that other people 
know why they are there and can gight it. I can* t say why 
they don’t get involved in politics,but they will in certain 
things like the ’Day of Action’ for the New Cross fire,that 
was a massive demonstration. I see it hs a continuation of 
slavery,only now it mental slavery. If they had listened to 
Marcus Garvey they would realise what is happening. If I go 
out onto the street and talk to black people about ••••• 
aparthied... well people my age are different,but even then 
a lot of them wont come out onto the ’’Front Line”. But older 
people will just start talking about Jesus y’know. •••• 

’Ah Jesus a 1 go do it..* ,or they will say ’ ,'/e got our problems 
too®. If I were to go down to a council estate and talk to 
white people and say ”Why weren’t you on the C.N.D. march?”. 
They say... ’Its fucking communism y’know. * So really there 
are just as many white people the same. 

CAN YOU TELL ME SOMETHING ABOUT THE COMMUNITY tfORK THAT YOU 
DO IN THE NEWHAM AREA?....... ’’Well there was a (almost totally 

middle class) housing co-operative in the Newham area, but my 
arguement was that there was a need fori a Black Housing Co¬ 
op. A lot of people were against it,but my arguement was this I 
..... There were youths who had nothing at all,penniless and j 

homeless,and they would walk into these meetings and see j 

people going through this jargon,and minutes, talking a strange 
lanuage that they only hear on TV", and they would just walk ! 
out.. Well I wanted it so that w&en they walked in they could 
identify with certain people,and I won in that sense” 

COULD YOU SEE THIS DEVELOPING INTO THE STAGE WHERE THERE 
WOULD BE A BLACK HOUSING CO-OPERATIVE AND A WHITE HOUSING 
CO-OPERATIVE.* APARTHIED.? ”No,well it don’t really work like 
that,in practise it actually mixes.When we are all together 
we are one,but this just makes it easier for the kids coining 
off the streets. For instance there is’nt actually a Gay Hou 
~sing Co-op.but there is one yhats mainly Gays xn xt^ wnat 
happens Is that people go there and say I don’t want to live 
in a house with Met so sexual people because I couldn’t tell 
them that I’m gay,I just just don’t want to go through that 
thin& y’know?.” If they know that they can go there without 
hassle,then its a starting point for them. 



like that story he won’ t print it. ” 

*****#*****W***W****HHHHHfriHi-*************Hfr**-** 


X spoke to Benjamin for 3 hours in all,most of 
the time it strayed from an interview to 
general debate and conversation between us 
and my flat?mate. Most of the conversation 
concerned his beliefs and Rastafarinism,a 
spbjec^ that I intend to cover another time. 

I wasn’t sure whether I should print one of 
his poems,because they might not come across 
as well in print, though I strongly reccomend 
that you see him live,or buy his 9 track EP. 
”BuB RANTING”,on Radical Wall Paper. He also 
has at least one book avalible,”Fen Rhythm”, 
from Page One Books,53 West Ham Lane, 
London El5. The poem bellow comes from that 
book. I’m really pleased to see someone with 
the talent of Benjamin surface in this area, 
lets hope that he can inspire a few more local 


n 
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SOUL BOYS IN COUKDUBQYS. 


Other peopleTput up the barriers and we have to suffer through them. , 
Its a pity that it has to happen this way,its just that people 
n are frightened^ Y* see a battered wife isn’t going to run to a husky 
man sitting in an office.” 

CAN YOU TELL MS HOW THE CO-OP WORKS?.. "All around Newham 

* there are empty houses that could be lived in, but for some reason are 
lying empty. What the housing Co-ops do is organise themselves and ta 
-Ik to whoever owns the house,and say ”We will take it over”. Sometime 
it can even be a whole street. For instance London Transport might 


have to do some building work,and might have to by a house on the land, 
though they have no need of the house so we take it over. A council 
might be demolishing a whole street,but it might take time,so we take 
it over untill its $im@ time to demolish it. Its normally only short 
stay periods, but these but last as long as 3 to 5 years. Our Co-op 
comes under ’ Newham Community Housing*. They take some of the rent pad 
-d for the cost of rates,and the rest the co-op keeps for improving th 
-e properties.” DO PEOPLE QUESTION YOU A LOT ABOUT YOUR ’RASTA 1 
! BELIEFS.??........ ’’...Well I don’t get Into arguments that I can’t 

get out of. Some people wall try and talk to Rastas and say something 
like, ’ o c ® oh I’ve got 5 minutes Benjamin,can you tell me all about your 
history, culture,and beliefs” *»«* and go and print it. I spoke to you 
• because I read what you said,’tha$ Rastafarinisra seems a big con’(C.N.3) 

, which I didn’t agree with,but I would rather speak to a fanzine because 
you aren’t like a journalist,doing it just to collect your money at the 
end of the week. There are a lojr of things written about Rasta that I 
don’t like,and would like to talk about it. But if the editor doesN’t 


Soul Boys in corduroys 

showing off their balls, 

they try to look like someone else 

and they have no morals, 

and they can* t see oppression 

if 3 ’ 

for girlfriends steal their hearts. 

Soul Boys in corduroys showing off their 
bulge. 

and they try to look sexy, 

and all of them indulge, 

and John tries to kook better 

than Tommy did last night, 

and if Johh thinks he looks better 

he thinks his futures bright, 

Soul Boys in corduroys 

doing funky dance, 

commercialism has hit them 

and now their in a trance, 

so they become robots, programmed to obey 

and when they recalled they cast their votes 

and think the worlds o.k. 

Soul Boys in corduroys showing off your ball 
Forget that lust and sexual tnrust 
for now your culture calls. 




























